
HAWTHORNE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
445 Lafayette Avenue, 2nd Floor 

Hawthorne, NJ 07506 
(973) 427-1300 extension 2088 
rspirito@hawthorne.k12.nj.us 

 

Richard A. Spirito 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

June 6, 2020 

 

Good Morning Hawthorne Families. 

 

As we approach our last full week of school, I just want to share how proud I am of our students 

and staff for their continued efforts and hard work. I also want to express my appreciation to our 

parents for their cooperation and support in this new learning environment. This has been a 

challenging time for everyone, but together we have been able to successfully navigate this 

transition to remote learning. Below, please find some important Hawthorne Public School 

updates for this coming week. 

 

Food Service and Chromebooks Pickup 

Food Service Pickup 

The school district will continue to follow our pickup schedule for food services this week on: 

Monday and Thursday between the hours of 10:30 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  Please remember to 

use the Bamford Avenue entrance of HHS at the assigned times. Anyone who feels they may be 

eligible for free meals (breakfast and lunch) please click on this link or stop by Hawthorne High 

School on Monday’s or Thursday’s to pick up an application. All applications submitted will be 

processed immediately by our staff who are working remotely.  

 

Chromebook Pickup (By Request Only) 

For the remainder of the school year, chromebook pickup will be by request only. Anyone who is in need 

of a chromebook, please contact your child’s Principal and we will coordinate a time for pickup at HHS.  

 

REVISED District Calendar 2019-2020 

At the May 12th Board of Education meeting, the Hawthorne Board of Education amended the 

2019-2020 school calendar and will return the three remaining inclement weather days in June. 

This calendar revision makes Tuesday, June 16th our last day of school. You can view this 

revised calendar on our district website or by clicking here.  

 

Virtual Events 

I would like to thank all of our faculty, staff and students who were involved in the development 

of the district’s virtual events over the past two months. As I’ve shared, I wish we had been able 

to honor our students in person, but I appreciate the work that went into developing these virtual 

events. I encourage parents and community members to view these virtual events on our Virtual 

Event webpage or our district YouTube page. We also look forward to hosting our virtual 

Graduation ceremonies on Monday, June 15th (8th grade) and Tuesday, June 16th (12th Grade).  

 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/Our%20District/Free%20and%20Reduced%20Applications/19%2020%20%20FREE%20AND%20REDUCED%20LUNCH%20APPLICATION.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/District%20Calendar/2019-2020%20District%20Calendar%20-%202nd%20Revision.pdf
https://hhs.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/our_school/upcoming_hawthorne_high_school_virtual_events
https://hhs.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/our_school/upcoming_hawthorne_high_school_virtual_events
https://www.youtube.com/user/HawthorneSchools/playlists


End of Year Events 

Last week all school districts received numerous notifications regarding graduation ceremonies. 

These notifications included letters on May 26th, May 27th, and May 28th. Although these current 

letters do not allow for full in-person graduation ceremonies, we are anticipating that these 

outdoor gathering numbers will be increased in the coming weeks to allow for these events. 

While we wait for changes to these guidelines, we will continue to move forward with our 

current district end of year plans. Please know that these end of year plans were developed in 

conjunction with student committees at both HHS and LMS. In these discussions with students, 

they have made it clear that they would prefer to hold our traditional graduation ceremony on the 

athletic field at HHS and we hope to be able to accommodate this request. Below are the dates 

for our scheduled events in June and July 2020. 

• Monday, June 15th – LMS Virtual Graduation Ceremony 

• Tuesday, June 16th – HHS Virtual Graduation Ceremony 

• Monday, July 13th – In-Person HHS Graduation Ceremony (rain date, Tuesday, July 14th) 

• Wednesday, July 15th – HHS yearbook signing (a.m.) and Senior Prom at the Tides (p.m.) 

• Monday, July 20th – In-Person LMS Graduation Ceremony (rain date, Wed., July 22nd) 

• Tuesday, July 21st – 8th Grade yearbook signing (a.m.) and 8th Grade Dance at Macaluso’s (p.m.) 

**We are hopeful that we will be permitted to host all events listed above. However, as stated previously, 

events are contingent on what is permitted by the CDC, the Governor’s Office and the Department of 

Education at the time the events are scheduled** 

 

Remote Learning Guidelines 

• Students are expected to check their respective Google Classrooms or Google folders located 

on our website on a daily basis to receive updates and assignments from their teachers. 

• Students should also continue to complete remote attendance via the link on our website. 

• Hawthorne teachers continue to implement their use of virtual platforms, instructional videos 

(flipped classroom) and small group instruction with students. Please remember that students 

are expected to attend and participate in these learning opportunities facilitated by their 

teachers via Zoom or Google. They are also expected to view instructional videos and 

complete assignments shared via google classroom or through shared lesson plans.  

• Also, if students need assistance or extra help at any point they should coordinate a time with 

their teacher to meet over the phone or virtually any time during the instructional week. 

• If an extenuating circumstance such as illness, family responsibilities, or work dynamics 

prevent participation in virtual sessions or other instruction, please email your teacher or 

building Principal. 

 

Social Media and YouTube Links 

Please visit our Hawthorne Public School social media sites and youtube pages to stay informed. 

We will continue to post updates and other important information on these sites. 

HPS’s Facebook                         HPS’s Twitter                       HPS’s Instagram                          

District’s YouTube page            Bears Broadcasting 

 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/May%2026%20Graduation%20Ceremonies%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/COVID-19%20-%20Update%20on%20New%20Jersey%20Commencement%20Ceremonies.pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_18834606/File/COVID-19/COVID-19%20-%20Update%20on%20New%20Jersey%20Commencement%20Ceremonies%20(2).pdf
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://www.facebook.com/Hawthorne-Public-Schools-427445860631283/
https://twitter.com/rspirito11
https://www.instagram.com/hawthornepublicschools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HawthorneSchools/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC27uSHHMnKbbWK-OQ7a0wqw/playlists


Guidance Department Updates 

As part of our efforts to ensure the personal well-being of our students and families, we 

encourage you to visit our website and view the information shared by our guidance department. 

Please click on this link to our district website to view the resources made available by Ms. 

Wegert and our guidance department. 

 

As a school district, we will continue to share updates with our Hawthorne Community and will 

post any and all communications to the District Health Related Preparedness Plan on our 

website. We thank you for your continued support of our schools, particularly during these 

challenging times. Please remember, we are here to support our families so please don’t hesitate 

to reach out to your child’s teacher, building administrator or my office with any questions. 

Remember, we will get through this together as we are HAWTHORNE STRONG! 

 

Stay well and have a great week! 

Go Bears! 

 
Richard A. Spirito 

https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
https://www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us/news/what_s_new/district_health_related_preparedness_plan
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